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NEWMAN'S PAROCHIAL SERMONSl

DR. NEWMAN'S Sermons stand by themselves in
modern English literature; it might be said, in
English literature generally. There have been equally
great masterpieces of English writing in this form of
composition, and there have been preachers whose
theological depth, acquaintance with the heart,
earnestness, tenderness, and power have not been
inferior to his. But the great writers do not touch,
pierce, and get hold of minds as he does, and those
who are famous for the power and results of their
preaching do not write as he does. His sermons
have done more perhaps than any one thing to mould
and quicken and brace the religious temper of our
time; they have acted with equal force on those who
were nearest and on those who were farthest from him
in theological opinion. They have altered the whole
manner of feeling towards religious subjects. We
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